
 

  

What’s new in Child and Youth Care in 
Manitoba? 
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This edition of Lifespace is ‘Volume Two, 
Number Two. Some very exciting activities 
have been going on in the past while in 
Manitoba! 

Have you noticed the recent talk on cyc-net  
about youth care workers in Manitoba? The 
discussion centres around the notion of 
unionization of all youth care workers. It’s a 
very interesting discussion. We have in-
cluded information about cyc-net for your 
interest. 

The Red River College year two diploma 
students are fundraising to go to New Or-
leans to complete a practicum in New Or-
leans to assist children and youth who have 

been affected by Hurricane Katrina. We have 
their perspectives on this venture in this vol-
ume.  

 

The CYCWAM annual general meeting is 
being held November 24. We are honoured 
to have Billie Schibler, the Provincial Child 
Advocate as our keynote speaker for this 
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 COME TO THE 
 

 
 

CYCWAM Annual General 
Meeting 
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Robert Steen Community Centre  
980 Palmerston Ave.  

11:30 am to 1:30 pm 
 

Keynote Speaker: Billie 
Schibler, Child  Advocate, 

Province of Manitoba. 
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A light lunch will be served 11:30 to�12:30.�Keynote 
speech at 12:45. Board elections at 1:15 pm. Silent 
Auction. If planning on attending, RSVP Dawne at 
632-2318 or e-mail  dmackay@rrc.mb.ca. 
 
All youth care workers in Manitoba are in-

vited to this gathering. Come and get in-
volved in your professional organization!
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www.cyc-net.org: What is cyc-net? 

 
I am an online child and youth care worker ... 
I am at the coalface, in direct contact with the young peo-
ple our agency works with, I have experiences and stories 
and feelings - with, about and for children and young peo-
ple and their families and communities - which I can share 
with you, my colleagues. 
 
I am a child and youth care student ... 
The world of this profession is still opening up for me, I 
have expectations and visions and questions which I need 
to share with you, my colleagues. 
 
I am a child and youth care administrator ... 
I have moved largely from direct practice and now work 
mostly with planning and government and budgets and 
programming and human resource tasks, and I need to 
listen and talk with you, my colleagues ... 
 
I am a child and youth care teacher ... 
I try to spend some time on line to keep in touch, but I 
have to learn additional technologies - methods of teach-
ing, sources of reading, models of practice, analytical 
skills, and I need to be in close touch with you, my col-
leagues ... 
 
I am a child and youth care supervisor ... 
As I try to be a guide and a resource I know that no person 
can lead beyond where he and she has been before, and I 
have to be a mentor - but mostly a listener - to you, my 
colleagues ... 
 
 
In our field, communication is energy. What we say, write, 
hear and read adds to the awareness and readiness we take 
into our daily encounters. So if I have a memo, term paper, 
directive, idea, theory, poem, experience, doubt, story, 
inspiration, fear or joy about child and youth care work, it 
will be most useful when it is shared. 
 
Add to the energy. CYC-ONLINE has published over 80 
issues, and the next issue is due out in the first week of 
November.  About 3000 people visit the cyc-net web site 
every day ... 
 
Send your writing to cyc-net@icon.co.za  - they will be 
most happy to receive it. 
 We at Lifespace are also keen to receive your articles! 
 
 
 
 

 
The YEAR TWO Red River College CYC 
Students are GOING TO NEW ORLEANS!! 
By Jessica Lusk 
 
The entire idea was started in 
class when one of our fellow stu-
dents, Melissa Degroot, said that 
she had  seen a call for help in 
Louisiana on cyc-net.org and would 
go if  it were not for school. I 
pointed out that we did have a 
practicum  block coming up in No-
vember. I emailed Louisiana that 
night, and the rest as they say is 
history. It has been an amazing 
journey for the entire class. We 
are now trying to raise funds for 
thirteen  students to go. There 
were a lot of factors that had to 
fall into  place to get us this 
far. Louisiana had to provide a 
placement  where we could be to-
gether and room and board. The 
truly amazing  people down there 
came through and, even though they 
face food and  shelter challenges 
on a daily basis, they committed 
those  necessities to us. We have 
had nothing but amazing support 
from our faculty. Fundraising has 
been fast and furious as we need a 
commitment for funds by the end of 
October to make a November practi-
cum in Louisiana a reality. As for 
what we hope to achieve, we will 
only have three weeks down there. I 
feel that most of us are  just hop-
ing to be able to lend an extra set 
of hands and be there  to give the 
youth going through this ordeal 
support and encouragement. We also 
believe that the youth of this 
world are our future and deserve to 
have all the support they need to 
make it the brightest future possi-
ble. There has been so much posi-
tive energy around this project, 
that we feel incredibly proud to be 
a member of this profession! 
 
                                                 Lifespace  
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Child and Youth caring  Agencies can reach a growing membership 
in the Association when they require experienced and profession-
ally minded Child and Youth Care professionals. This newsletter is 
published two times per year and can accommodate your calls for 
full or part time staff. If your organization would like to place an ad-
vertisement for new employees, please send the text of your adver-
tisement to: 

The Child and Youth Care Workers’ Association of Ma nitoba 

P.O. Box 322 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

R3C 2G9 

E-mail: mark@wrcfs.mb.ca                                                    

 

 

The Child and Youth Care 
Workers’ Association of 
Manitoba 
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Lifespace is the publication of the Child and Youth Care 
Workers’ Association of Manitoba. Submissions are wel-
come from those with an interest in child and youth care 
practice. Many thanks to the contributors to this edition of 
our newsletter. 
This newsletter was compiled and edited by Dawne M-C 
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